
Torah Portion for Mikeitz 

Shabbat beginning December 23, 2022 

Portion Mikeitz shows how to use dialog to tell a great story. It recounts Joseph’s rise to power in Egypt 

and his later interaction with his brothers. Joseph’s lifelong ability to interpret dreams convinced the 

Pharaoh to hoard plenty for seven years in order later to endure a terrible famine. Dialog tells how 

Joseph’s brothers, who sold him into slavery, had to appeal to him to buy grain during the famine. As an 

adult dressed as royalty, his brothers did not recognize him. Knowing them, Joseph began a prolonged 

charade, accusing them of being spies, testing them by granting their purchase while secretly returning 

their payment, and demanding his beloved, younger brother, Benjamin in return.  

Discourse between Joseph and his brothers progresses developmentally through this and the following 

Torah portion. Joseph begins artificially, playing a role without distinguishing communication from 

performance. When his brothers return, his language mixes authentic interest with platitudes while 

continuing his ruse to keep Benjamin near him.  The only polished discourse in the portion is when 

Judah’s speaks to his father, Israel. The son both recounts and pleads obedience to the Egyptian royal 

demand to see Benjamin. We must wait a week to experience inspiring discourse. 


